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MANHATTAN MECHANICAL
SERVICES HOSTS BLOOD DRIVE
AT EAST CHICAGO FACILITY

As local hospitals struggle with blood-donation
shortages in the face of the pandemic, local industrial
contractor springs into action.
Manhattan Mechanical Services strives to positively impact
the local community, taking pride in building relationships
when working with various organizations. When hearing
from Versiti Blood Center of Illinois of the dire need for
blood within local hospitals, company management felt an
immediate call to action.
On May 3, Manhattan Mechanical hosted a blood drive at
its East Chicago facility in response to the declared
emergency appeal for blood in the Northwest Indiana
region.
“We wanted to see what we can do,” says Human Resources
specialist Britni Willis. “Giving blood is a small act of
kindness that goes a long way without money out of your
pocket. What is there to lose?”
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According to Versiti Illinois representative
Coraima Applegate, Northwest Indiana declared
an emergency appeal for blood on March 27. The
organization directly supplies blood to the
Franciscan and Community Health Networks in
the Chicagoland and Northwest Indiana region.
This appeal indicates that these hospitals have
dropped to only two to three days in blood
donation supply. Once the supply declines
further, their status changes from emergency
appeal to an emergency need, placing hospitals at
risk should a major incident occur.

DONOR NUMBERS DECLINE IN THE FACE OF
PANDEMIC
Researchers offered reasons why donations have
tapered off. One is the increase in COVID-19
vaccinations throughout the region. With a lack
of understanding whether or not

MANHATTAN MECHANICAL JUMPS INTO
ACTION

Through social media posts and flyers distributed
throughout the community to local businesses,
restaurants, libraries and schools, Manhattan
Mechanical actively promoted the blood drive to
draw in as many as possible, offering donors the
choice to walk in or schedule an appointment.
“Imagine your brother, sister, mom, dad, etc.
needed blood, and there wasn’t any to save their
life,” Willis explains. “I would never want to
experience that, so I know that I donate when I
can.”
COVID guidelines were in place as donors arrived
at the East Chicago facility, where a classroom
arrival.
Once pre-screening was complete, donors were
directed to one of two chairs and greeted by staff
phlebotomists, dressed in PPE. (As a precaution,
Versiti team members are COVID-tested
frequently.) After donation, snacks were provided
as the chairs were disinfected for the next donor.

donating is still a possibility between
vaccinations, people are opting out of donating
entirely.
According to Versiti Illinois' Applegate, people
can donate 48 hours after receiving any COVID
vaccination. Along with the vaccination comes
the possibility of donor numbers declining due to
exposure to the COVID virus itself.
Another reason for the lack of donors is the
desire to return to normalcy from the pandemic.
This shifts the general public’s mindset away
from contributing to the community’s needs.
Also, high school and college students account for
35% of blood donations. Due to the effects of the
pandemic, these students are unable to attend
school, directly affecting donation supply.

MANHATTAN MECHANICAL’S EFFORTS
INCREASE AS DEMAND CONTINUES

Manhattan Mechanical is not done yet. A second
blood drive has been scheduled for August 3 at the
same East Chicago location with hopes to supply
local hospitals that are still in dire need of a
sustainable blood supply.
With as many hands on deck, Manhattan
Mechanical and the community can make a
positive and significant impact on blood supply
needs and, most importantly, on many lives.
“Every two seconds in the United States,
somebody needs blood,” says Applegate. “Blood is
an irreplaceable resource. We can’t manufacture
it. Nothing can replace human blood. All it takes
is one hour-max to save three lives.”
We encourage all Manhattan Mechanical Services
employees and partners to participate in the
upcoming August 3 blood drive. For more
information, or to find out how your organization
can participate, contact Britni Willis at 815-4789940 or bwillis@mmsllc.us.

CLICK
THE MANHATTAN MONTHLY | MAY ISSUE 2021

SAFETY TIP

When working with confined spaces, it’s
important to identify all hazards: atmospheric,
biological, configuration, and physical.
Communicate everyone’s responsibilities and
roles, such as entry supervisor, attendant, and
entrant, and make sure to lock out tag out to
indicate who is in the confined space.
Test the atmosphere of the spaces with
detectors and have the appropriate equipment
to ensure everyone’s safety (anchors, body
support, connectors). Ensure that low voltage
lighting is used in applicable settings to not set
off any fuel gas. Utilize all PPE at all times and
ensure that a rescue plan is in place.

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT

This month Manhattan Mechanical is
highlighting Tim Cvitanovich. Tim has been
with us for nine years and currently holds the
position of Superintendent. His certifications
include NCCER, Pipe Fitter C+, Foreman C+,
Gold Card Advanced Rigger, and Boilermaker
C+. Tim’s favorite part of the job is working
with the best craftsmen in the industry.
When he’s not working, you can find Tim riding
motorcycles or relaxing with a nice cold
Budweiser while watching the Chicago Bears.
Manhattan Mechanical appreciates how safely
Tim has worked. As always, put safety first,
watch out for your fellow team members and
remember, if it can be done, it can be done
safely.

MIKE'S MONTHLY MESSAGE
Say No To HB3437
The Illinois Legislature is considering a bill, HB3437, with the sole purpose of eliminating the
use of Merit Shop companies at oil refineries, chemical plants, and ethanol plants. They claim
this in the interest of enhanced safety. That is a smokescreen. The refineries, chemical plants,
and ethanol plants we work in are very safe. Many of our clients have received national safety
awards for their outstanding safety performance. Manhattan Mechanical’s safety performance
is one of the best in the industry. We recently reached a milestone of two years without an
OSHA Recordable Injury.
The unions are using the democrats to legislate a monopoly for them. This legislation will hurt
small businesses, hurt minorities, and make our industries less competitive. I encourage all of
you to call Springfield and tell your elected officials to oppose HB3437. We work in a very safe
industry. We do not need the government to create another false crisis to pass legislation to
help out their friends.
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PROJECT BEHIND THE SCENES
SPRING TURNAROUND FOR JOLIET REFINERY
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ECIVRES/TCUDORP

Product: CO Boiler, Valve and Expansion
Joints, Crude Unit, HF Acid Unit
Materials:P1. P3. P4. P5. P8. P10H
Weld Count: 927 welds
Welding Process: SMAW, GTAW
Tightest Tolerances: ASMEB 31.3, ASME
VIII, ASME I, NBIC-ASME Repairs
In-Process Testing/Inspection
Performed: MT, PT, and PMI - 413 tests
with no rejects, RT - 58 tests, 22 severe
service, and 1 rejected with a passing rate
of 98.3%, VT, PAUT, Hydrostatic Testing
Standards Met: ASTM, ASME, AISC,
AWS, NBIC, API

Highly skilled welders
Project coordination
Xray quality welding
Pipe prep and layout
Overhead crane loading/riggers
Layout for NDE
Hydro testing in house
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Job completed in a timely manner with no
injuries and under budget. Exceptional
safety standards and multi-skilled craftsmen
enable increased safety and cost savings.
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Manhattan Mechanical Services is committed to a progressive career path for
employees, complete with certifiable skills training. Our apprenticeship program
ensures we provide our industrial partners with skilled laborers,
producing top quality at the lowest cost.
Manhattan Mechanical Services is a unique industrial mechanical construction services
provider that supports our customers in multiple areas: industrial maintenance services,
process piping, structural steel, equipment installation, scaffolding and insulation, and
more. With our merit shop philosophy, we are able to supply our industrial partners with
well-trained, multi-crafted professionals, saving them up to 25 percent on labor costs.
Our promise to you is high-efficiency, while maintaining higher quality.
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